
	
	

MEDIA	STATEMENT	
	

Report	and	Film	Launch	
	

“Speaking	Truth	for	Peace:	
Women’s	Experiences	of	War	and	Impunity	in	Myanmar”	

	
After	 enduring	 silence,	 violence,	 and	 impunity	 for	 decades,	 now	 is	 the	 time	 for	 women	
survivors	across	Myanmar	to	speak	the	truth	to	the	nation	and	beyond.		
	
On	March	24,	2018,	Asia	Justice	and	Rights	(AJAR)	is	launching	its	film	and	report	“Speaking	
Truth	for	Peace:	Women’s	Experiences	of	War	and	Impunity	in	Myanmar”	in	collaboration	
with	Karen	Women’s	Organization	(KWO),	Ta’ang	Women’s	Organization	(TWO)	and	Vimutti	
Women	Organization	(VWO).	The	launch	is	timed	to	honor	the	International	Day	for	the	Right	
to	the	Truth	Concerning	Gross	Human	Rights	Violations	and	for	the	Dignity	of	Victims.	
	
The	report	captures	the	stories	of	31	women	from	Myanmar	–	former	political	prisoners	and	
land	 rights	 activists,	 Ta’ang	 women	 from	 conflict-affected	 Northern	 Shan	 State,	 and	 village	
heads	who	served	during	conflict	in	Karen	State.	It	is	based	on	AJAR	and	partners’	participative	
research.	The	report	outlines	AJAR’s	Unlearning	Impunity	methodology,	presents	key	findings	
from	our	research,	and	provides	a	 list	of	recommendations	 for	obtaining	truth,	 justice,	peace	
and	reparations	for	women	survivors	in	Myanmar.		

The	companion	film	depicts	the	in-depth	stories	of	three	women	featured	in	the	report.		It	also	
shows	how	women	survivors	in	Myanmar	are	beginning	to	come	together	to	share	their	stories	
and	call	for	peace.		
	
Women	 from	different	 backgrounds	 in	Myanmar	 are	 suffering	 from	human	 rights	 violations	
and	their	consequences,	and	are	relying	on	their	own	resilience	to	survive.	This	often	includes	
building	 new	 livelihoods.	 Women	 survivors	 need	 assistance,	 access	 to	 basic	 services,	 and	
psychosocial	support	to	address	the	consequences	of	violence	and	help	them	get	back	on	their	
feet.	Reparations	programs	would	be	a	critical	way	of	providing	assistance	for	survivors.		
	
Galuh	Wandita,	Director	of	AJAR,	said,	“Our	work	with	women	survivors	has	shown	that	conflict	
and	violence	have	a	long	term	impact	on	women.	They	destroy	livelihoods,	and	can	cause	lasting	
physical	and	mental	health	challenges.	Women	survivors	need	specialized	services	that	deal	with	
health,	trauma,	and	economic	empowerment.”	
	
It	is	urgent	to	stop	war	and	violence,	through	a	genuine	and	inclusive	peace	process.	Lway	Poe	
Kamae	Khour	from	TWO,	said:	“Women’s	unique	experiences	must	be	taken	into	consideration	in	
peace	 discussions	 in	 order	 to	 bring	 positive	 change	 to	 their	 lives	 and	 communities.	Meaningful	
peace	 cannot	 be	 built	without	 including	 the	 voices	 and	 demands	 of	 survivors.	Women	must	 be	
listened	to	in	order	to	build	a	sustainable	future.”	
	
Based	 on	 our	 in-depth	 discussions	 with	 these	 31	 women	 survivors,	 we	 urge	 the	 Myanmar	
government,	 policymakers,	 ethnic	 leaders,	 and	 civil	 society	 to	 fulfill	 a	 series	 of	



	
recommendations,	including	the	following:	

• Immediately	 put	 an	 end	 to	 violence	 against	 women	 during	 conflict	 and	 political	
repression.	
	

• Ensure	women’s	meaningful	participation	in	the	peace	process	and	political	dialogue.		

• Recognize	survivors’	right	to	truth	and	undertake	independent,	impartial	and	effective	
investigations	into	human	rights	violations.	

• Recognize	survivors’	right	to	justice	and	provide	them	with	legal	assistance	and	access	
to	a	transparent	justice	system	that	will	hold	perpetrators	accountable.	

• Recognize	 survivors’	 right	 to	 reparations	 and	 establish	 services	 for	women	 survivors	
that	 include	 healthcare,	 trauma	 support,	 reproductive	 healthcare,	 job	 creation,	 skills	
training,	and	microfinance.	
	

Yangon,	24	March	2018	
	
Asia	Justice	And	Rights	(AJAR)	http://asia-ajar.org		
Karen	Women’s	Organization	(KWO)	https://karenwomen.org		
Ta’ang	Women’s	Organization	(TWO)	http://en.palaungwomen.com		
Vimutti	Women	Organization	(VWO)	
	
Contact	persons:		
	

• Galuh	Wandita,	Director,	AJAR:	gwandita@asia-ajar.org,	+95	(0)	9975	836	002	
• Naw	Wah	Ku	Shee,	KWO:	wahku80@gmail.com,	+66(0)	8611	822	61	
• Lway	 Poe	 Kamae	 Khour,	 TWO:	poekamaekhour2013@gmail.com,	+95	 (0)	9256	128	
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• Daw	Khin	Mi	Mi	Khine,	VWO:	ruleoflaw.myan@gmail.com,	+95	(0)	9780	025	967	

	
NOTES	
	
An	electronic	version	of	the	report	can	be	found	online	at:		
http://asia-ajar.org/2018/03/speaking-truth-for-peace-report/	
	
The	film	is	available	at:	

• For	the	English	version:	https://youtu.be/hJ899MDTCrI		
• For	the	Burmese	version:		https://youtu.be/AhV21C0aohY		

	
See	 also	 the	 related	 manual:	Unlearning	 Impunity:	 	 A	 Guide	 to	 Understanding	 and	 Action	 for	
Women	 Survivors,	 Asia	 Justice	 and	 Rights	 (AJAR),	 available	 at	 http://asia-
ajar.org/2015/11/unlearning-impunity-a-guide-to-understanding-and-action-for-women-
survivors/	
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