Joint Statement
Date: October 21, 2016

The urgency of the current humanitarian situation in Northern Arakan

After attacks on police posts, on 9 October, allegedly by unknown Rohingya fighters,
Myanmar authorities have disproportionally militarized Northern Arakan/Rakhine state
raising a false alarm and creating human tragedies aim at destroying the Rohingya
population.

The siege and assault on Rohingya civilians in bordering township of Maungdaw clearly
represent the Myanmar military’s intention to use the extraordinary level of mass
detention, torture, summary execution, rape and other atrocities against the Rohingya
people.

UN’s World Food Programme (WFP) has confirmed that its food deliveries planned for
more than 80,000 people have been blocked because of a military clampdown in the area
and that the military has prevented any supplies from getting through. This interference
with aid is clearly intended to directly cause starvation and the deaths of civilians.

Humanitarian principles must be respected by all parties. It is a dire situation that UN
agencies should not compromise humanitarian principles in the face of unjust demands
by the Myanmar authorities. We demand that Myanmar government lift all restrictions
immediately on humanitarian aid.

We urge upon the UN, OIC, EU, USA, UK, ASEAN, Bangladesh and Myanmar’s
neighbours and international community and governments to intervene in the matter to
urgently provide the needy with humanitarian aid in order to alleviate suffering of the
starving population on the ground.

We also request all to protect the Rohingya civilians from ongoing indiscriminate killing,
torching houses, arresting and torturing.

Signatories;

. Arakan Rohingya National Organisation

. Burmese Rohingya Organisation UK

. Bradford Rohingya Community in UK

. Burmese Rohingya Community in Denmark
. Burmese Rohingya Association Japan

. Burmese Rohingya Community Australia

. Canadian Burmese Rohingya Organisation
. Rohingya Arakanese Refugee Committee

. Rohingya Community in Germany

10. Rohingya Community in Switzerland

11. Rohingya Community in Finland
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12. Rohingya Community in Italy
13. Rohingya Community in Sweden
14. Rohingya Organisation Norway
15. Rohingya Society Netherlands
16. Rohingya Society Malaysia

For more information, please contact:

Tun Khin (Mobile): +44 7888714866
Zaw Min Htut (Mobile): +818030835327
Nay San Lwin (Mobile): +49 69 26022349



