BURMA N

A
A A

e The Time is NOT RIGHT

\& ML 0o THAILAND for Thailand-Burma Border Refugee Return

A Mae Ra Ma Luane

\A MAE La

INTERNAL CONFLICT IN BURMA

THE MAIN GROUPS OF PEOPLE OF CONCERN 2 10000

(44 b »
@ MAE sOT [ don’t think you really .
RESIDING in Burma ORIGINATING from Burma
AN need to return refugees back
o © 06 0 0 0 0 0 0 O e 0 06 06 0 0 0 0 0 0 o © 06 06 0 0 0 0 0 O
n | AAAAAAAAAA AAAAAAAAAA Adidadaidaaa
because if conditions were a2222222a2 aaaaa2 izszaz22:2 110,637 <
A Nuro : addddddddid Aaddddddddid SN
right, the refugees would go S isa3za3zs 2222222222 REFUGEESIN 9 CAMPS o &
adddddddidd adddddddidd & UK
' - ill.” daiiiiaizaz a2i22222222 ON THE THAILAND-BURMA SIS
/A Bax Don Yane ACK oI thelr own free will. &é—) S &
662,400 Internally Displaced Persons? (IDP) 479,706 Refugees' BORDER? QQ.O %\QGQ&
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, 2012 s sses N \yg’ ¥
AAAAA QQ’ S <§.
And. S 48,053 Asylum Seekers' Q QO (5
ndaman Sea A Taam Hiv @ BANGKOK 400 000 é% A@ (33 % %
’ 409 various' $O é’)\ Q% (_;é& &%(}&\0$
O QALY
IDPs IN SOUTH-EAST 1 Returned Refugee SIS S
SESY @S
> ks
Thailand NEIL O
1 2015 UNHCR Country Operations Profile - Myanmar A\ @ O$ & ?(:) Oéq (;2\
Conflict areas in Burma 2014-2015 www.unhcr.org/pages/49e4877d6.html %0 .\;\ \Y\ Q_\z\ ,&\ 0%
2 The Internal Displaceament Monitoring Centre é '\<<’ (y\ \2\(/ %\?\ '&\
A Refugee camps on the Thailand-Burma border www.internal-displacement.org/south-and-south-east-asia/myanmar/ @Y‘ ® 0$ Q?’S @?‘
A IDP camps 3 E]viz?tl'l?:l;s:;::ctﬁgrtium.urg/media/59439/2015-03-mar—map-tbc—unhcnpdf Q& & &\g’%é/éo
4 Myanmar Peace Monitnor o . % O
FOR MORE IN FO RMATION 5014 5015 www.mmpeacemonitor.org/research/monitoring-archive @?’ 0\/\ <( ?§Q
www.burmalink.org CONFLICTS? \ 0 Q\ﬁﬁ’ .
S N
Briefing paper by Burma Link and Burma Partnership o } v o ®§ \;\ioé‘ .
© Voices of Refugees - Situation of Burma’s q@ \ (&@‘& vé\* O« \@@
& Refugees Along the Thailand-Burma Border ‘85,{@0 . & Y«\Oe o&i\\éﬁ @ozqv‘*
N {\‘& L,O$<\{j Qé\/ /\@“\i‘?é) So <& Q$'b & & td
& 5 o SR - Ko® S & Fe &S &
& & S & a8 & R S & Tl S @
SN & Foad RO & SN B0 S S S S
S S S ST &S ESF S & S e
S O SR S & S & SR oo O S SENNE oS
O S8 NS AR SR & & QL FEO S© . Y EPECONNOS
S S v S P K & & & Fo S¥ 4 8 ST E SRS
& S N O QOS SRS NESECORAS NS & RO A
S & S S SO S T ¢ NP SIIFARRA S S SISO TN CATAIN
& & ¥ O & G o & Sl N © & E IS EIE
RO $ S Wh S ¢ O & & ST N S & NP E e o
& N & R A SN SR ORI & & ST o RQEEPN AU OGO RONES
QPSRN SN O DEDAY S & o F & SO S & 0 & S EE TP, O
S & &if\v \&/\&é @&\e‘”\ S O S §%$\g7$§$ S8 %0:“%0 @ﬁi@v & é@ & o@i\&\@i@f@i\%‘i&o‘&
& & &S &€ SOOI & & S & 5 o5 S NTESE S
\q{,\ \qbib \q@ < \o,b\ \o)@, ,\q'\b‘ W \O;,ou <E & ®\9%°199° S S & /196’) S ,’96\ S ’19@ ’»Q\N \¢° " %\,,7 S @2\@
° | —® | ° | ) oo oo o oo | ° o0 oo oo e@
1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 <& 2010

DAW AUNG SAN SUU KYI UNDER HOUSE ARREST
1989-1995 2000-2002 \9$ 2003-2010
O

’Ih L R 1 C 1 V 1 l 06 1 h W ld c
e Ongest unnlng l l. ar ln t e Or KIA = Kachin Independence Army  KIO = Kachin Independence Organization ~ KNLA = Karen National Liberation Army ~ KNU = Karen National Union ~ NLD = National League for Democracy NMSP = National Mon State Party UNHCR = United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees USDP = Union Solidarity and Development Party



¢ pabupyo soy puring yuiyi ,uop | [-] mowy noA31 42
-pISU02 Ub2 NOX "a4Ns 0S J0U UL ] Ua.IDY aYy3 Yop3ID [[Im a3
J1a4ns os j0u wi | ‘uiyovyy ay3 423 ‘uoiurdo Aw uj "auo Aq
auo sdnoub ay3 bunaybif s1 Aba3v.3s (s,Audy buting) 419y |,
[] ‘pivay | sdoo.3 Jo 301 v Buipuas a.up A2y3 ‘a3p38 UIYILY
ui A} p1adsy sdno.f s1uyza ayz y3im 321fuod J113s si 248y ],

"Jy3Is ul a1aymou 394 st soead
S[qeurelsns pue ‘euLIng WIsy1.Iou Ul uo sagel [[1IS Jepp

PI1pjuo) SurosuQ

I,’2Wi} ay1 1 A¥yonj os a.1am am 1pya Avs uvd apm
11ap.10q 3y} 07 306 am pup 3sa.10f ay3 ybno.iyy of pynos
aM pup D3 Y1m pa)pm 3| ‘palp pup UIWPUD] D
uo paddags oym Lub auo pup sAoq omp mps [ ‘palp pup
aulwpup| ay3 uo paddays awos "ajdoad gg 1noqo ym
awo | 'ajdoad 4ayro pamojjof 1snf apy ‘sauruipupy
ay} Jo piv.ifp aq 03 pby am ‘pa)pm am Abm ay3 uQ,,

‘pueqrey

01 euLing wo.qj Aounol Iay saqLIdSap S "UBWIOM Jueu
-8oad e Suipnpoul ‘AuLty euning a3 £q pa[[p] Suiaq siade|
-[LA MO[[9] PaSSaUIIM pey dYs pue JuIng sem 33e[[IA 1oy
Ieye 0T0Z ul dwed e sy 01 paALLIE 998NnJal Udley] duQ

Fears of forced repatriation

There is a rising concern within the refu-
gee community that the situation on the
ground indicates a direction towards pre-
mature repatriation.

“We will be in a lot of trouble when the
camp is shut down [...] going back to
Burma would be a disaster for us.” s

“Oh my... the government, the citizens,
the country themselves are not stable
and not making any progresses so why
repatriate us?? I am wondering whether
they are trying to kill us? Yes, I'm very
much worried about the repatriation
plan!” s

For more voices and information, read the briefing paper by Burma Partnership
and Burma Link: Voices of Refugees - situation of Burma refugees along the
Thailand-Burma border.
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WHAT ELSE DO THE REFUGEES SAY?

“The refugees are not included in the
decision-making process”7

“I don’t believe any information from
the camp” 2

“I have one question to them (UNHCR
and the authorities) is the future is in
our own hands or is the future is in
your hands? To my understanding, our
future must be in our own hands so
that we can use our capabilities to
achieve something we dream about.” 5

1 Karen female in Mae La, interviewed in January 2015

2 Karenni male in Ban Mai Nai Soi, interviewed in March 2015
3 Karen male in Mae La, interviewed in February 2015

4 Karen male in Mae La, interviewed in February 2015

5 Karenni male in Mae La Oon, interviewed in February 2015

6 Shan/Karenni female in Mae La, interviewed in January 2015
7 Karenni male in Ban Mai Nai Soi, interviewed in March 2015
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“In the light of the current fragile peace
process and the unfavorable situation on
the ground in Burma, any repatriation
taking place under the current circum-
stance is likely to lead to involuntary
return, either directly or indirectly
through cutting off aid.”

Ariana Zarleen, the Co-founder and current
Program Director of Burma Link

www.burmalink.org

“Repatriation should be a refugee-led vol-
untary operation since they are the pri-
mary stakeholders, and not enforced by
actions and factors determined by others.
Meaningful and inclusive participation of
refugees in the decision making of the
return process is the key to their sustain-
able return, and refugees should be pro-
vided ample space and time to make their
decision regarding their future.”

Soe Aung, Working Group member of Burma
Partnership and Foreign Affairs Secretary of

Forum for Democracy in Burma

www.burmapartnership.org

See Karen Women Organisation's statement on June 20 2015 for recom-
mendations to the Burma Government international governments, the
UNHCR, and all relevant parties.
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BURMA
LINK

along the
Thailand-Burma border

Calling for all parties to uphold the voices and
rights of the refugees

#WorldRefugeeDay, June 20,2015

www.burmalink.org



