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! paletwa township is the poorest area of Chin State, which in turn is the poorest State in the whole of Burma/Myanmar. 73
percent of people live below the poverty line, according to 2011 UN statistics, compared with a national average of 25 percent.
See Poverty Profile, Integrated Household Living Conditions Survey in Myanmar (2009-2010), June 2011, pp.12. The next
poorest state is Arakan, at 44 percent.

%Seehttp://www.nd-burma.org/documentation/resources.html

® Article 38 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, to which Burma is a State party, prohibits the recruitment of
children under the age of 15 to the army. Burma's own regulation for the Persons Subject to the Defense Services Act prohibits
the recruitment of children under the age of 18 to be soldiers. Burma also has obligations to fulfill under the mechanism in UN
Security Council Resolution 1612 on ending the recruitment and use of child soldiers.

* Forced recruitment is a form of forced labour, under ILO Convention 29 and Burma's own military instruction 1/131/ye 1 (ka)
dated 2 Oct 1997.

> Principle 20.2 states, “[T]he authorities concerned shall issue to them all documents necessary for the enjoyment and exercise
of their legal rights, such as passports, personal identification documents, birth certificates and marriage certificates. In
particular, the authorities shall facilitate the issuance of new documents or the replacement of documents lost in the course of
displacement, without imposing unreasonable conditions, such as requiring the return to one’s area of habitual residence in
order to obtain these or other required documents.”[emphasis added]. UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, 11
February 1998, ref: E/CN.4/1998/53/Add.2.

®This obligation is set out in article 3 common to four Geneva Conventions of 1949 (known as Common Article 3), to which all
states are parties, including Burma/Myanmar. Common Article 3 states, "In the case of armed conflict not of an international
character occurring in the territory of one of the High Contracting Parties, each Party to the conflict shall be bound to apply, as
a minimum, the following provisions..." The rules are set out by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in
Henckaerts & Doswald-Beck, eds., Customary International Humanitarian Law, Volume I: Rules (Cambridge: Cambridge Univ.
Press 2005).

7 Rules 95, 98, and 99, ICRC, ibid.

8 Rule 98, ICRC, pp.340, ibid.

° Rule 81, ICRC, ibid.

Y uUN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, 11 February 1998, ref: E/CN.4/1998/53/Add.2.
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